
 

 

Useful links 

· https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 

· https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

· https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-

home/reading-owl/reading 

·  https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-

years/letters-and-sounds 

· http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/phase-2-initial-sound-

game-1.html 

  

 

Pronunciation of sounds 

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  



What is the phonic screening? 

The phonics screening check happens in Year 1 and is a short, 

light touch assessment to confirm whether individual children 

have learnt phonic decoding to an appropriate standard. The 

test takes place in June. The checks consist of 40 words and 

non-words (sometimes called alien or pseudo words). Your child 

will be asked to read these on a one-to-one basis with a 

teacher. There is no time limit to the phonic screening.  The pass 

rate for the last couple of years has been 32. However this could 

change.  

It will identify any children who may need some extra help so 

that support can be given to help improve their reading skills. 

They will be able to retake the check in Year 2 if needed.  

How can I help my child at home? 

Practice a mix of non-words (alien) and real words.  Ask your 

child to draw sound buttons underneath each sound to help 

identify the sounds. During the test there is blank paper which 

children can use to write the word and apply sound buttons on.  

Practice segmenting and blending by sounding out the words 

individually and then putting them together.  

k i g h = kigh 

l o a g = loag 

t o m e = tome 

Continue reading books will help children to practice 

segmenting and blending and play games with your child using 

phonics. 

What does the test look like? 

Previous Phonic screening materials are available on the 

government website.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-

screening-check-2019-materials  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-

screening-check-2018-materials 

  

Included are examples of both real and alien words which have 

been used on past papers.  There are also the phase 3, 4 and 5 

sounds which your child needs to know.  

  

 



 Alien Words    Real Words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


